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ened with the state reform school on the strength
of his third offense against girls, but neither the
first nor the second charge was proved, and accord-
ing to the record his guilt was doubtful. Still the
record itself, not the evidence in the record, con-
demned him and made him liable to imprison-
ment as a repeater. Valuable as records are, they
are awesome instruments for which each individ-
ual recorder must make himself personally respon-
sible. If records are to assist us and assist our cli-
ents, they must be correct and not pass errors
along. Each successive worker should record her
findings independently. Later there may a pooling
of results. Physicians and hospitals work on this
basis of independent case histories and run no risk
of building up a wrong diagnosis.

Even the taking of records is disturbing. Any
well-trained counsellor can school herself to recall
the essentials of an interview if she will set her-
self to it. Occasionally a date or name may need to
be quietly jotted down on a telephone pad, but
there should be no continued record-taking, no
observed writing.

Another caution brings us to a great mass of
tangibles known as evidence, the objects which we
place before a student with a conclusive gesture,
perhaps, 'There! explain that if you can/' It may